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English:

The Hakka are a group of people from North China who migrated to Guangdong. As guests,
they moved to South China to escape war and poverty, hunger and uprising. From the 11th
century onwards, there was a lot of migration from the North, from the Song Dynasty to the
later founding of the Communist Party of China. They traveled to South China, Hong Kong,



Taiwan, Malaysia, India and Jamaica. The Hakka people are generally known poor, modest,
agriculturalist and economical. As being guests to South China, they are humble and kind to
others. | moved to Guangzhou when | was six years old, but my family is still a traditional
Hakka family. Next, | will share some of the Hakka lifestyle, in terms of food, economy and
language. Originated from many wars and stable weather in the past, the Hakka usually make
some pickled food. For example, some very salty and greasy meat products in winter. We
often eat some very salty sausage or pickled meat. Hakka people generally raise some animals
and poultry. My grandparents raise chickens, geese, pigs, buffalo, and have their own farm. If
they have extra vegetables and meat, they take them to the market for sell. On the days
ending with the number 3, 6 or 9 of each lunar month, they go to the local markets to sell
things. In terms of language, Hakka people live in the mountains, so their dialects are quite
different from each other. They generally speak only the Hakka dialect of their own race. It
will be difficult for them to understand the Hakka dialect of other towns or villages. As Hakka
people move to different places, the language changes greatly. For example, the Hakka
people in Hong Kong only speak the Hakka dialect which is more Cantonese. In addition,
Hakka is the official language of some cities in Taiwan and the Republic of Sumeran, a South
American country. Although the Hakka language has spread far and wide, it has not been
well promoted locally. Hakka children today speak mainly in Mandarin, as do those in Hong
Kong. For my own personal experience and background, things have been very different
nowadays.



